
The library currently has 90,000 

books as well as periodicals, audio 

and visual material.  We were most 

fortunate to have Malcolm Taylor 

of Xsite Architects redesign the 

space to take into account 21st 

century needs of a library as well as 

reflecting something of the cultures 

of the Anglican Church.   

We are very excited by the       

refurbished building which has 

managed to retain the bones of the 

old together with a fresh new look. 

The original Kinder Library was built in 

direct response to a generous gift from 

John Kinder, former Warden of the Col-

lege, 1872 - 1880, and was named in his 

honour. It was Kinder who was responsi-

ble for the design and building of the 

present bell tower on the chapel.  

In the surviving letters to the Trustees and 

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

letter from John Kinder dated August 12, 

1902, in which he says 

άLǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ Ƴȅ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 

of classical and theological books amount-

ing I suppose to somewhere about three 

thousand volumes to the College as soon 

as it was reopened at the Tamaki under a 

resident warden appointed exclusively to 

ǘƘƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦέ 

¢ƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ YƛƴŘŜǊΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

plans to build a library were underway. 

The library was completed and opened in 

1911?. 

In 1979, John Dansey όbƎņǘƛ  ¢ǳǿƘŀǊŜǘƻŀΣ 

Te Arawa) designed a state of the art new 

library with room to move which could be 

developed later on as the collections grew.  

           

In 1981 the new building was opened by Sir 

Paul Reeves and the Reverend Loyal     

Gibson, President of the Methodist Church.  

Over the years the building grew shabbier 

as the collections grew, and sources of 

information moved to digital as well as 

print.  The building had outgrown its   

usefulness.    

Over the past five or so years we have 

ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ 

Board on a renovation which would offer 

state of the art library services for both 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ    
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J o h n  K i n d e r  T h e o l o g i c a l  L i b r a r y  T e  P u n a  A t u a t a n g a  :  N e w s 

Ko te manu e kai i te miro nona te ngahere. Ko to manu e kai i  te mƑtauranga nona te Ao 

The bird that partakes of the miro berry theirs is the forest, the bird that partakes of learning theirs is the world 
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǎƪ  
A  l a s t i n g  g i f t 

Friday, 7 August 2009.  

The official re-opening of the library was a 

proud day for Judith who has been at the 

helm of the John Kinder Theological Library 

for  over 30 years. 

t h e  c o l l e g e  c a t  &  l i b r a r y  

l o c a l  

So m e t h i n g  B I G i s  g o i n g  o n  . . . 

 For more on the library launch go straight to Taonga Online: http://www.anglicantaonga.org.nz/News/Common-Life/Makeover 

On my early morning stroll through my domain I see people have arrived and are waiting to get into the Library (but its too 

ŜŀǊƭȅύ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ !ƴŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƴȅ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΚ 

The Kinder Library, 1919.  

The Kinder Library, 1981.  

άIŜŀǊ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

I might teach you 

Take my arms that I 

might reach you 

But my words like 

silent   raindrops fell, 

And echoed 

In the wells of   

ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜέ  

 

The Sound of Silence, 

Simon & Garfunkel, 1964 
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